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So soon as the Cardinal had finally withdrawn,
Orange, with Egmont and Horn, returned to the Council,
where they worked with energy and decision. The
Prince obtained a paramount influence, devoting all his
skill as a courtier to the Duchess, and toiling from morn-
ing till night. Friendly letters pass between Philip and
the Prince. A party of " Cardinalists " still struggled
to carry out the edicts against heresy, which the Prince
set himself to checkmate. Philip, not yet ready with
his great scheme, continued to insist doggedly on the
execution of the edicts; the Duchess, under the in-
fluence of the Prince, replying that it was impracticable,
owing to the numbers of the new sects. Orange was
now working to form a league between the Flemish and
Holland Provinces. It was decided to send Egmont in
person to represent to Philip the state of affairs. William
exerted all his eloquence. "Tell the King," said he,
" that whole cities are in open revolt against the prosecu-
tions, and that it is impossible to enforce the decrees
here. As for myself, I shall continue to hold by the
Catholic faith; but I will never give any colour to the
tyrannical claim of kings to dictate to the consciences of
vicissitudes. It was alternately overrun by forces of the Pope,
the French King, and the Huguenot partisans. It was only at
intervals even in the nominal control of the Prince, and he rarely
had any effective authority there. The Protestants more than once
dispossessed the Catholics and desecrated their churches ; and
the Catholics retaliated with torture and massacre. A horrible
sack of the town and carnage took place in 1562, and a second
massacre in 1571. The aim of the Prince clearly was to effect a
pacification and to establish a compromise, giving liberty of
worship and churches to each party. But he was at the mercy of
his mighty neighbours ; and he can hardly be held responsible for
whatever was done. It is one long story, says the Protestant
historian, '' of martyrdoms, wars, massacres, arson, pillage,
treacheries, usurpations, invasions, dragonnades"— a miniature
copy of Alva's reign of terror.

